SPECIFICATION 

BENEFIT IS CLAIMED OF PROVISIONAL PATENT APPLICATION #60/225,640 
TITLE OF INVENTION 

Paint Tray With Handle, Spout, and Inclined Ribbing Into Paint 
Reservoir . 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 
Application No. 60/225,640 
Filing Date 08/16/2000 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT 
Not Applicable 

REFERENCE TO MICROFICHE APPENDIX 
Not Applicable 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

This invention relates to a paint tray commonly made of 
plastic or metal which commonly has an inclined surface (for 
paint application to a roller brush) leading to a reservoir for 
holding paint, with this version having (a) a handle integral to 
the body of the tray, (b) a spout, and (c) raised ribbing on the 
inclined surface leading to the reservoir with this series of 
ribbing leading into and includincr the floor of the reservoir. 

The obvious, first shortcoming of commonly known paint trays 
is that they function in a stationary position, placed on the 
floor or top of table or affixed in some manner to a ladder 
except for some smaller trays which may be awkwardly held by 
hand. With my invention, the handle which is integral to the body 
of the tray, allows the tray to be held in one hand and carried 
while painting with a roller in the other hand, enabling the 
paint roller to be loaded with paint while the tray is being 
held. Also, the commonly known tray (without a handle) will slide 
about, being pushed by the roller when attempting to load the 
roller with paint. This tray has to be awkwardly steadied, often 
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getting paint on one's hands. This especially occurs with smaller 
trays used with a four to six inch wide roller. The handle on my 
invention allows one to steady the tray when loading the roller 
with paint facilitating easier and more efficient loading of the 
roller while keeping one's hands free of paint drips from the 
tray. 

In commonly known paint trays, when unused paint is poured 
back into the original container, it often pours out undirected 
and spills or drips on the underside of the tray. The second 
feature of my invention is a spout at a corner end of the paint 
reservoir which enables unused paint to be poured cleanly back 
into the original container. 

In commonly known paint trays, when attempting to load the 
roller with the paint remaining on the floor of the tray 
reservoir, the paint roller tends to slide back and forth unless 
delicately maneuvered to have it roll in an effort to load the 
roller. The third feature of my invention is an inclined ribbing 
on the floor of the reservoir as a continuation of the ribbing on 
the incline leading from the reservoir. This ribbing, being a 
series of inclines which form ridges, increases the grippage of 
the roller facilitating loading the roller with paint. 

The above three improvements apply to trays of varying sizes 
and proportions appropriate for paint rollers two to ten inches 
in width. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

The invention is a plastic paint tray (used with roller paint 
applicators) incorporating a handle integral to the body of the 
tray to facilitate carrying the tray while painting, a spout at 
the reservoir end of the tray to facilitate pouring unused paint 
back into the original container, and an inclined ribbing on the 
inclined surface leading from the paint reservoir of the tray 
which extends onto the floor of the reservoir. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING 

In the supplied drawings which illustrate the embodiments of 
the invention, FIGURE 1 is a general perspective, FIGURE 2 is a 
top view, FIGURE 3 is an end view (handle end) , FIGURE 4 is a 
side view, and FIGURE 5 is a detail of the ribbing. The 
embodiments for all drawings are designated as follows: (1) 
HANDLE, (2) SPOUT, (3) INCLINED RIBBING. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

This invention is a paint tray constructed of molded plastic 
for use with roller applicators. It has a handle integral to the 
body of the tray at the end opposite the paint reservoir. The 
invention has a spout at one corner of the paint reservoir end of 
the tray. The tray has raised and inclined ribbing on the 
applicator incline leading away from the reservoir. This inclined 
ribbing extends onto the floor of the reservoir. 



The embodiment of the invention in which an exclusive 
property or privilege is claimed are defined as follows: 
A paint tray as per illustration comprising: 



ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The invention is a plastic, molded paint tray (used with 
roller applicators) with a handle integral to the body, a spout 
at the reservoir end of the tray, and inclined ribbing on the 
incline of the tray extending onto the floor of the paint 
reservoir . 
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